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1. State Income Tax 
Credits
 Oklahoma State Income Tax 

Credit for Commercial 
Properties

 Virginia State Income Tax 
Credit for Residential 
Properties



State Tax Credits in General
• 34 states have State Income Tax 

Credits for Rehabilitation for 
commercial properties 

• Oregon is one of 16 states that 
does not yet have a State Income 
Tax Incentive Program 

• 23 states now have State Income 
Tax Credit Programs for Residential 
Properties, which are highly 
popular as there is no parallel 
federal tax credit for homeowners.



Oklahoma 20% State Historic Preservation Tax Credits
─── Commercial

The 21c Museum Hotel, Oklahoma City, rehabilitated using Oklahoma’s 20% state historic preservation tax credit. Source: NewsOk.com. 
http://newsok.com/article/5499488

http://newsok.com/article/5499488


Virginia State Historic Preservation Tax Credits
─── Residential

Residential property in Staunton, Virginia, rehabilitated using Virginia state historic preservation tax credits. Source: Miller & Associates, 
http://www.robinmillerassociates.com/historic-tax-credit

http://www.robinmillerassociates.com/historic-tax-credit


2. State and Local 
Business Tax Credits
 Missouri Neighborhood 

Assistance Program
 Washington State Main 

Street Tax Credit Program
 New Jersey Historic Trust
 Philadelphia PA Community 

Development Corporation 
Tax Credit Program



Washington State Main Street Tax Credit Program

Local Main Street programs in Washington can participate in a tax credit program to fund their operations. Photo courtesy Washington Main Street Tax Credit Program. 
http://www.dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/MSTCI%20Brochure.pdf
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New Jersey Historic 
Trust State Corporate 

Income Tax Funds 
Preservation Grants 

Annual report 2015 of the New Jersey Historic Trust. 
Source: http://www.njht.org/dca/njht/resources/annual/2015_Annual_Report_forweb.pdf

http://www.njht.org/dca/njht/resources/annual/2015_Annual_Report_forweb.pdf


Philadelphia, PA 
Community Development 

Corporation Tax Credit 
Program 

.  

Photos by Donna Ann Harris.



3. State Special 
Taxing Districts
 Oregon Special District



Oregon Heritage Districts 

Beekman Bank and other wooden buildings on West California Street in downtown Jacksonville, OR. Historic Jacksonville, Inc., which operates tours of Beekman Bank, was 
part of the proposed Rogue Valley Heritage District which was defeated in a November 2016 ballot.  Photo by Joe Mabel, via Wikimedia. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Jacksonville%2C_Oregon_-_Beekman_Bank_and_other_California_Street_buildings.jpg

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/Jacksonville,_Oregon_-_Beekman_Bank_and_other_California_Street_buildings.jpg


4. Property Tax Freezes 
& Local Property Tax 
Surcharge

 Massachusetts Community 
Preservation Act Local 
Property Tax Surcharge

 Illinois Property Tax Freeze 
for Residential Properties

 Class L Property Tax 
Incentive, Cook County IL



Illinois Residential Property Tax Freeze

Frank Lloyd Wright designed the Mary Adams House in Highland Park, which used the Property Tax Freeze Program in Illinois. 
Source Landmarks Illinois. http://www.landmarks.org/resources/preservation-news/property-tax-assessment-freeze-program-now-available-historic-homes-district-113/

http://www.landmarks.org/resources/preservation-news/property-tax-assessment-freeze-program-now-available-historic-homes-district-113/


5. Gaming Revenues
 Colorado State Historical 

Fund Program Matching 
Grants



Colorado State Historical Fund

The Colorado Springs Housing Authority received a $625,000 grant from the Colorado State Historical Fund, supported by gambling proceeds, to rehabilitate the 
historically-designated Lowell School into their office space. Photo: http://www.quantumcommercial.com/historic-lowell-school-listing_detail-394.aspx

http://www.quantumcommercial.com/historic-lowell-school-listing_detail-394.aspx


6. Direct Funding 
from State 
Governments
 Minnesota Historical Society 

Grant Programs



7. Direct Funding 
from Statewide 
Nonprofit 
Organizations
 Illinois Landmarks Illinois 

Preservation Heritage Fund 
Grant Program



Landmarks Illinois Preservation Heritage Fund Grant Program

http://www.2ndpresbyterianfriends.org/preservation/previous-projects
Photo by Martin Cheung, http://www.chicagoarchitecture.org/2013/06/13/the-south-loops-revival-brings-new-appreciation-for-chicagos-landmark-second-presbyterian-

church/second-exterior-modern/

Second Presbyterian Church in Chicago 
was a recipient of the Landmarks Illinois 
Preservation Heritage Fund Grant.

http://www.2ndpresbyterianfriends.org/preservation/previous-projects
http://www.chicagoarchitecture.org/2013/06/13/the-south-loops-revival-brings-new-appreciation-for-chicagos-landmark-second-presbyterian-church/second-exterior-modern/


8. Loan Funds
 Maryland Heritage Area 

Authority Loan Program
 Maryland Historic 

Preservation Loan Fund  for 
Capital Projects



Maryland Heritage Area Authority Loan Program

Maryland Heritage Areas connect people, water, and land to tell a unique story about Maryland’s history. https://mht.maryland.gov/heritageareas.shtml

https://mht.maryland.gov/heritageareas.shtml


9. Endowments
 New Jersey Cultural Trust 

Matching Grants for 
Endowments



New Jersey Cultural 
Trust Matching 

Endowment Funds for 
History 

Organizations

Website of the New Jersey Cultural Trust describing endowment matching program. 
http://www.nj.gov/state/culturaltrust/dos_ct_information.html

http://www.nj.gov/state/culturaltrust/dos_ct_information.html


10. Other Incentives 
or Funding for 
Heritage Projects

 Oregon Cultural Trust Grant 
Programs

 Bergen County New Jersey 
Heritage Trust Fund

 Snohomish County WA Community 
Heritage Grants

 Maryland Traditions Grants
 Vermont Downtown and Village 

Center Sales Tax Reallocation 
Program

 Cook County Illinois Permit Fee 
Waiver Program



Oregon Cultural Trust Matching Grant Programs

The National Society of the Colonial Dames in Oregon was awarded a $40,000 grant to support the structural stabilization of the Hoover-Minthorn House Museum in 
Newberg, Oregon in 2016. Photo source: http://www.hooverminthorn.org/

http://www.hooverminthorn.org/


Bergen County, NJ County Bonds For Open Space And Historic 
Preservation

The 11-year restoration and reuse of the 1891 Darlington Schoolhouse in Mahwah, NJ was supported with funds from the Bergen County Open Space and Historic 
Preservation Trust Fund.  Photo source: NorthJersey.com More information: https://www.nynjtc.org/content/darlington-schoolhouse

https://www.nynjtc.org/content/darlington-schoolhouse


Snohomish County, WA Community Heritage Grant Program 

The Everett Library mural preservation was funded by Snohomish County’s Community Heritage Grant Program. http://www.preservewa.org/News178.aspx

http://www.preservewa.org/News178.aspx


Maryland Traditions Project Grants

Dia de los Muertos Traditions, produced by Creative Alliance and Artesanas Mexicanas, received an award of $5,000 from the Maryland Tradition Project Grants for 
2017. The program honors Day of the Dead beliefs and its folkloric art forms. http://www.creativealliance.org/events/2016/community-altars-dia-de-los-muertos

http://www.creativealliance.org/events/2016/community-altars-dia-de-los-muertos


Conclusion • This report is intended to stimulate action
• Use all available incentives, create new
• Think collectively, work with others in 

region
• Oregon Heritage Commission to identify 

tools needed and find partners
• Oregon Heritage to provide technical 

assistance to you for county and local 
efforts



What you can 
do tomorrow 

• Contact City Council and State Reps to 
discuss your organization’s work

• Invite elected officials to your next event
• Hold a regional heritage organizations 

about new incentives to pursue
• Support Oregon Cultural Trust

• List your organization as partner
• Promote tax credit locally
• Send thank you letters to those that 

donate to tax credit program
• Promote any existing county incentive 

program
• Make county officials aware of your 

organization 
• Make sure heritage is part of tourism 

funding 



THANK YOU!

Donna Ann Harris

422 South Camac Street
Philadelphia PA 19147

267 251 5444
donna@heritageconsultinginc.com

mailto:donna@heritageconsultinginc.com
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